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British Oscar winning actress Emma Thompson delivers a speech 
during the Vienna forum to fight human trafficking, on Wednesday, 
Feb. 13, 2008, at Vienna's Austria Center. (AP Photo/Hans Punz) 

(Hans Punz - AP)

By  

The Associated Press
Thursday, February 14, 2008; 2:23 AM

VIENNA, Austria -- Human 
trafficking is a modern form of slavery 
that must not be tolerated, a senior 
U.N. official and celebrities said 
Wednesday.

Pop star Ricky Martin, Oscar-winning 
actress Emma Thompson and Egyptian 
first lady Suzanne Mubarak were 
among dignitaries who urged action at 
a three-day U.N. conference on 
trafficking.

"Two hundred years after the end of 
the trans-Atlantic slave trade, we have 
the obligation to fight a crime that has 
no place in the 21st century," said 
Antonio Maria Costa, head of the U.N. 
Office on Drugs and Crime.

"Let's call it what it is: modern 
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Singer Ricky Martin delivers a speech during the Vienna forum to fight 
human trafficking, on Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2008, at Vienna's Austria 

Center. (AP Photo/Hans Punz) (Hans Punz - AP)

Austrian Foreign Minister Ursula Plassnik, right, talks to Egypt's First 
Lady Suzanne Mubarak, left, during the Vienna forum to fight human 

trafficking, on Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2008, at Vienna's Austria Center. 
(AP Photo/Hans Punz) (Hans Punz - AP)
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"Let's call it what it is: modern 
slavery," he said.

Some 2.5 million people are involved 
in forced labor as a result of trafficking, 
and 161 countries _ on every continent 
and in every type of economy _ are 
affected by the crime, the U.N. said.

Most victims are between the ages of 
18 and 24, and an estimated 1.2 million 
children are trafficked each year, U.N. 
figures show.

"How can we allow so many children 
to be kidnapped and exploited?" said 
Mubarak, president of the Suzanne 
Mubarak Women's International Peace 
Movement.

Martin said he first witnessed the 
horror of human trafficking during a 
trip to India several years ago.

"My hope is to secure every child the 
right to be a child," said Martin, a 
five-time Grammy winner who has set 
up a foundation for children. "Human 
trafficking has no place in our world 
today and my slogan is: `React. It's 
time.'"

Thompson, who chairs the Helen 
Bamber Foundation, told the story of a 
young victim from Moldova lured to 
England by a local woman she 
befriended and trusted. Once she got to 
Britain, she was forced into 
prostitution.

Costa said governments aren't doing all 
they should.

"'Our girls are beautiful ... it's only 
prostitution,' high-ranking officials have told me," Costa 
said.

Page 2



Celebs Rally Against Human Trafficking - washingtonpost.com

 Discussion Policy

Discussion Policy
CLOSE

Comments that include profanity or 
personal attacks or other inappropriate 
comments or material will be removed 
from the site. Additionally, entries that are 
unsigned or contain "signatures" by 
someone other than the actual author will 
be removed. Finally, we will take steps to 
block users who violate any of our posting 
standards, terms of use or privacy 
policies or any other policies governing 
this site. Please review the full rules 
governing commentaries and discussions. 
You are fully responsible for the content 
that you post.

Who's Blogging

» Links to this article

CONTINUED         22    NextNext >

More on washingtonpost.com

• More World News

» washingtonpost.com

Related Articles
Mickelson in Position

UN Posts Refugee Official in Baghdad

Lo Duca Apologizes 'For Mistakes'

Fear Saps Vibrancy In Afghan Capital: Sense of Insecurity Afflicts Foreigners And Locals Alike

Experts Question Spears Lawyer's Moves

Powered by Inform

» Related Topics & Web Content

People who read this also read …

Alpine skier Matt storms to victory in Zagreb slalom

Pakistani politicians wind up election campaign

Mauresmo through to second round in Qatar

Woman suicide bomber kills three in Baghdad: police

Most Viewed World Articles
Ra?l Castro, Leader With a Freer Hand

Al-Sadr Threatens to End Cease-Fire

African AIDS Crisis Outlives $15 Billion Bush Initiative

Pakistan Remakes Its Political Landscape

» Top 35 Most Viewed

© 2008 The Associated Press

ADS BY GOOGLE

Cycle of ViolenceAn understanding of the different phases of Domestic ViolenceCycle of Violencewww.DomesticViolenceTips.com

Page 3


